The American Dream?
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Student Thesis Statements


1) Although Robert E. Lee’s surrendering at Appomatax, Virginia marks the end of

slavery legally, the idea of enslaving the dreams and hopes and equal rights of African Americans didn’t end in some southern minds that day.

2) The suspension of the Writ of Habeas Corpus by Abraham Lincoln during 1862 is viewed as an abuse of power by Abraham Lincoln, one of the most beloved presidents in American History. 

3) On July 18, 1863, in the first time in America, Africans were able to fight for themselves with a White American helping the Africans out in the battle of Battery Wagner at Charleston, South Carolina.

4) If Vicksburg had never been taken over by General Grant, the Civil War would have lasted many more years and the Union and Confederacy would remain at a standstill, continuing the dispute and causing more bloodshed.

5) Freedmen’s bureau was a good decision for both slave masters and slaves, because it gave slaves were getting help with education, medicine and food and it also made it easier for slave masters because they would keep more money from not owning slaves.

6) By eliminating the slave trade in the District of Columbia, Abraham Lincoln made his stance on slavery and set an example for the rest of country on the ethics of slavery. 

7) On March 3rd 1863, Congress passed the Conscription Act, which called for the enlistment in military service of all able-bodied males between 20 and 45 years of age for terms of three years. This act caused more problems than it solved because many people were against it.

8) Although Abraham Lincoln was doing everything he could to keep the Union together the suspension of the Writ of Habeas Corpus not only abused the people’s constitutional rights but it also set a president that has been carried over today in Iraq.

9) On April 16 1862 Lincoln signed the bill that prohibited slavery in the District of Colombia. Thanks to this bill many slaves were freed in the District of Columbia showing a good example for the rest of the U.S.

10) Due to the surrender of general lee to the opposing side, our country is united together.

11) Abraham Lincoln’s address at Gettysburg not only bettered the morale of the union troops, stirring them to victory, but also strengthened the meaning of the words ‘all men are created equal’, giving morale to all those who believed in the constitution. The Gettysburg Address strengthened the constitution at the time and continues to do so today.

12) The campaign of Vicksburg was part of a larger strategy that cut off the South’s trade routes, which lead to the North winning the Civil War.

The Battle of Antietam was the result of lees failed advance into the north. Due to the confederacy’s huge losses in both soldiers and spirit, they were severely crippled in their ability to fight for their original purpose, which was to be independent.

13) Although the Freedmen’s Bureau gave aid to both freed slaves and whites, by making schools and homes however it failed to unite the country because the schools they built were black schools and the homes were in black neighborhoods this helped to segregate them and further divide the races.

14) The Colored Infantry's attack on Battery Wagner was a significant turning  point in the way the United States viewed African-American citizens, and the way they viewed themselves.
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